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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-142
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Brown
Date of Introduction: February 28, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: March 1, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 3 – Legislation; Legislative Records – to create a new Section 3.107 – City Council Meeting Broadcasts.  The section would require that regular meetings of the City Council be broadcast live or on a delayed basis on a public or cable network television station.  The Council Secretary is authorized to submit a budget request to the City Council for appropriation of the necessary funds to contract for the broadcast of the meetings and to execute such contracts as are funded by the Council.
Background Information: The bill’s preamble states that not all Jacksonville residents own or have access to computers and therefore are unable to access the live streaming video of the council meetings, and that the ability of citizens to view council meetings on television is in the public interest.  City Council meetings are currently broadcast live on the government access Channel 99 on both the Comcast and U-verse cable systems in Jacksonville.
Policy Impact Area: City Council meeting broadcasts
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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